01138 


1964/05/16 



30 


i 



16 Urn y 1964 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 

SUBJECT: NSC Meeting on Friday* 15 May at noon 

ATTENDED BY; All members and the Bipartisan Leadership of 

both the House and the Senate 


1. Rusk opened the meeting at the invitation of the President 
by reviewing the NATO discussions insofar as they related to the 
intentions of France towards NATO, the NATO Council urging de Gaulle 
to come forward with plans for reorganisation of NATO, the problems 
de Gaulle has with his military who have been abroad so long* l.e. In 
South Vietnam, Algeria and elsewhere, that they no longer feel an 
allegiance to France itself. Also discussed were Cyprus, Vietnam, 

Cuba and the question of unification of Germany. 

2. McNamara then reviewed in considerable detail the 
situation in South Vietnam following the substance of his report to the 
NSC meeting of the day before except that in reciting the facts he, for 
the benefit of the Congressional leadership, placed a more optimistic 
slant on the situation than indicated in the Colby Memorandum of the 
14th at May meeting. Nevertheless the facts were essentially the same. . 
He expressed Khanh's views were to consider a strike agsiast the north 
after the end of the year as it would take until then to solidify the situation 
in South Vietnam so that any retaliatory moves by the North Vietnamese 
could be handled. He also said that Khanh believed decision to strike the 
north was to be a U.S. decision even »*»*— g K carried out by SVN. The 
President then asked if Khanh really was not asking for a U.S. guarantee 
of the integrity of the country* to which McNamara answered that 

since Khanh believes the decision must be one at the U.S., he obviously 
i® looking to us to guarantee the success of the South Vietnam effort. 

The President then asked General Taylor the probable responses 
of the NVN. Taylor stated (much to my surprise) that he feels there would 
be very little response unless the strike was quite large. If the strike 
was small, such as in bombing of isolated location^ - Haiphong Harbor* 
oil refineries, etc. , he would expect the response to be in some increased 
sabotage activities in SVN or some plastic bombing in Saigon. He pointed 
out that the NVN have no air force and no capability for an air strike and 
he questioned ChiCom's participation. 
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3. After a series of questions by Senators Dir keen and 
S&ltonataU and Congressman Jensen, the President asked my views, 

I responded that I was more pessimistic concerning the 
situation than indicated by the expressions hhad heard. I based my 
_ position on the increased VC military activity, the obvious VC political 
action which is meeting some success, the VC gain of control of more 
people and more real estate than heretofore, political unrest within 
Saigon and the very great importance of the threatening reilgioue 
conflict within the Buddhists and the Catholics aa well. The President 
questioned me on this latter point, pointedly me if X feel the 

threat of religious conflict was really serious, to which I responded ’’yes'’ . 
(It seems to me that the religious issue could very readily be "used" as 
an excuse or a reason for a change of policy one way or another or a 
defense of failure if we meet failure). 

4. The President wound up the meeting by stating that a 
supplemental budget would be presented to the Congress on Monday. 


NOTE: The Colby memorandum of May 14th meeting can be considered 
ae?a part of this report. 
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